
 
 

          
 
  

INTERVIEW 

Nick Cribbens 
Operations Lead at Sword Venture  
 

 
How did you end up working for Sword 

Venture? 
 

Via the long route! I started out in 
borehole geophysics, then got into data 
and information management with both 
operators and service companies before 

co-founding and running a geospatial 
business for 18 years. I’ve know many of 
the team at Venture for some while and 
the lure of becoming Operations Lead 

finally drew me here. 
 

Tell us a little about your role at Sword 
Venture? 

 
As Operations Lead, I’m responsible for 
recruiting, resourcing and all aspects of 
deployment of staff and associates on 
client projects. It means I get to look at 

lots of spreadsheets, talk to lots of people 
and try and balance the requirements of 
clients, the aspirations of staff and the 

needs of the business. Which isn’t always 
as easy as it sounds. 

 
 

 

Your Role & Responsibilities 
  

What do you enjoy most about your role 
and working for Sword Venture? 

 
It’s a dynamic and constantly shifting 

landscape. I enjoy problem solving – which 
is just as well. Finally, I work with a great 

bunch of people, and you can’t ask for more 
than that. 

 
What makes Sword Venture different to 

anywhere you have worked before? 
 

It’s in Staines! But seriously, Sword Venture 
has all the benefits of being a relatively 

small company but with some big company 
resources behind it. That allows it to be 

agile and try new things which many 
companies without that backing can only 

dream of. 
 

What do you think is next for the Oil & 
Gas Industry 

 
Many people have referenced technology, 
economy , digitalisation etc but I think the 

industry faces a real lack of (human) 
resources. The industry may have to think 

about where it finds and how it nurtures new 
talent to replace the elderly folk (like myself) 

given the lessening numbers of young 
people either taking geoscience degrees or 

willing to work  in the oil patch for 
environmental reasons. 
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INTERVIEW 

 
What career development have you 
experienced with Sword Venture? 

 
I’m only three months in, so I can’t say I’ve had 
the opportunity for career development (yet) but 
I’ve certainly had to use all the experience I’ve 

gained over the last few years to get up to 
speed and get on with BAU. I also think you 

learn to look at things differently just from 
working with a new team/set of colleagues 
which is a form of personal development. It 

seems clear that Sword Venture are committed 
to developing people and I’m looking forward to 
the new Learning and Development framework 

which  should really help accelerate this 
process. 

 
What advice would you give someone 

thinking of applying to Sword Venture? 
 

To parrot a particularly cheesy advert “Do it 
now!”. Great opportunities on the horizon, a 

fantastic bunch of people and an industry that 
appears to be clambering out of the gloom of 

the last few years all mean it’s a great place to 
be. 

 
What is your ultimate, go to gadget or app? 

 
Increasingly the “To do” app on my 

phone/laptop/iPad to replace my brains 
dwindling “To do” list capacity. 

 
 
 

Let’s Get Personal…… 
 What is the best piece of advice you have 

ever received? 
  

Less something I’ve received personally but “if 
it at first you don’t succeed, try, try again” is a 

good piece of advice. It come from an 
interpretation of what Robert the Bruce is 
supposed to have told his troops in 1314 

before they took on and beat the English at 
the battle of Bannockburn after a number of 

failures. 
 

If you were on a desert island and you 
could only have three items with you, what 

would you choose? 
 

An acoustic guitar, a fishing rod (with all the 
bits and bobs), a bottle of Speyside malt (not 

too picky about which one). 
 

What’s your favourite activity outside of 
work? 

 
Playing the guitar whilst fishing and sipping 

whiskey! 
  

Three words that best describe you: 
 

Empathetic, hard-working, tall 
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Operations Lead at Sword Venture  
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